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What is Occupational hygiene?



www.breathefreely.org.uk www.bohs.org

Controlling Exposures to

Prevent occupational lung disease

in the construction industry

Well it’s nothing to do with...
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Occupational Hygiene is concerned with the …

…anticipation, recognition, evaluation, elimination or control 

of biological, chemical, ergonomic or physical factors

that may present a hazard to health in the workplace’

OR

Worker HEALTH Protection!

What is Occupational hygiene?
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>500 workers die from 
exposure to silica dust

3,500 cancer deaths 

5,500 cancer registrations 

each year
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About 13000 died from work related disease

148 workers died in accidents at work
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Campaign Objectives

Highlight solutions

Provide tools and resources

Raise awareness of risks 
with employers
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BOHS

Media 
partners

Construction 
companies

Trade Unions

Trades 
associations

Construction 
clients

Other 
professional 

bodies

HSE

Relevant 
charities

Politicians

Commercial 
providers
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28 April 2015, Worker’s Memorial Day 
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Web based 

information hub

www.breathefreely.org.uk
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HI Standard 

Self-Assessment 

Tool
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Roadshows
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WE’RE SETTING THE STANDARDS

www.bohs.org
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• 190,000 workers exposed to welding fume
• 152 deaths from cancer every year
• Plus illness - pneumonia, metal fume fever, 

COPD, asthma

Welding
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25 May 2017
EEF HQ London
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Breathe Freely in Manufacturing

in partnership 

with
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Controlling exposures to prevent

occupational lung disease in

MANUFACTURING
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MANUFACTURING

Action

• Scottish Parliament - what action can you take to 
reduce occupational ill health in Scotland?

• Scottish employers – action on respiratory disease?

• All - share & support BF initiative



Join us and be part of the solution

www.breathefreely.org.uk


